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Friday 17th December 2021 
 
RE: End of the 2021 Autumn Term 
 
Dear Parents and carers,  
 
I wanted to write to you all to express my heartfelt thanks for the support and encouragement you 
have given to our school this term.  It has once again been a challenging time for everyone – in 
school and at home, but I have been heartened by the successes within our community this autumn. 
 
Woodhouse Primary Academy has amazing children.  Thank you for choosing our school and for 
your continued support with our ethos, attitudes and behaviours.  Our children show the love and 
kindness they have for others in the way they support and encourage one another, the way in which 
they respond to adults and in their pride in being a part of Woodhouse.   
 
The last few weeks, I have been delighted by seeing so much joy and happiness in our wonderful 
school.  Our incredible choir have been able to perform, and it made my week to hear them 
serenading you all before school on Thursday.  Thank you for the many kind comments parents 
gave me – I have passed on your praise to the choir.  The younger children in school have been 
superb in preparing for, and then recording, our nativities.  I know the disappointment of not being 
able to see this in person this year – but again am grateful for your support and understanding.  The 
same can be said for our brilliant musicians in Year 5 and Year 4.  Their superb playing has been a 
delight this term, and I hope you are enjoying their practice and performance at home too. 
 
On Wednesday last week, we had our brilliant Christmas dinner, so lovingly prepared by our 
fantastic kitchen team.  The children had a super special meal with their classmates and it was a 
wonderful moment in our school year.  Yesterday the sounds of Christmas parties filled the school 
and it was a joy to hear the children singing, dancing and having fun.  Our Christmas Fayre had to 
be very different this year of course, but your support for this was fantastic.  Thank you.  I am very 
proud that for our two charity days this term, we raised around £1000 for Children in Need and Save 
the children.  Incredible. 
 
As I walk around school, in and out of lessons – I see the outstanding behaviour and attitude to 
learning in Woodhouse.  It is so pleasing to see children overcoming barriers and making progress.  
I have been delighted by our new children in Reception and Nursery – they have settled so well and 
their characters are beginning to flourish.  Reception especially can be very proud of how amazing 
they were on our recent theatre visit.  Whether your child has been with us just this term, or for many 
years, you can be very proud of what they have achieved during the last 4 months. 
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This week I was overjoyed by the success of our Year 2  
classes, who this week completed their phonics screening  
check.  Outcomes were fantastic and all of Year 2 should be very proud of their success after all 
their hard work.  Children in across our school are making excellent progress towards the other 
statutory assessments they will undertake this year: Year 6 SATs, Year 4 Multiplication Check, Year 
2 SATs, Year 1 Phonics Screening Check, Reception Foundation stage profile and of course our 
usual in school assessments!  As always, it will be a busy year!  Please encourage and support 
them as best you can by regular reading, supporting homework and talking about the learning they 
are doing in school.  Thank you in advance. 
 

Throughout this term, I have welcomed a number of visitors into our school to see our work and 
support our academy development.  I am very proud to say that they have been delighted with what 
they have seen at Woodhouse.  In our recent Inclusion Quality Mark assessment, we were once 
again confirmed as a Centre of Excellence for Inclusion.  Our report is superb and shows the superb 
progress of the children, whatever their specific need is.  I know what a good school Woodhouse is 
of course, but it is always good to have validated and checked externally!   
 

Our school continues to be heavily oversubscribed.  There are waiting lists in all year groups and 
we usually have 2-3 families a week joining the waiting lists for school places.  Unfortunately for 
them, those on the waiting list are having continue to wait for a place at Woodhouse.  In my regular 
phone calls and conversations with these prospective parents, I am delighted to hear the positive 
reputation our school has.  Can I please thank the many parents who I know speak positively about 
our school to other parents.  I regularly see this on social media and am grateful for your kind words 
of support.  To support our reception intake for September 2022, I have been able to welcome a 
large number of prospective parents to school.  We remain in high demand and if you are hoping 
for your child to join us in September 2022 – either in Nursery or Reception, please be sure to apply 
correctly.  Please remember: children in our Nursery MUST apply for a place through 
Birmingham City Council admissions process.  Further details can be seen here: 
https://www.woodhouse.priacademy.co.uk/our-academy/joining-the-woodhouse-community  
 

Many of you will see the recent news in the media regarding coronavirus and particularly the 
“Omicron variant” with growing anxiety.  It is important that we don’t panic.  At this moment in time, 
there are no indications at all that school will not open fully, as normal on Wednesday 5th 
January for all children.  However, if the worst happens and there need to be changes, please do 
not worry – we will support you, we will look after your child – either in school or at home – and most 
importantly we will get through whatever might come together.  I can make no promises about what 
will happen, but I can promise that whatever happens our commitment, dedication and care for you 
and your child will as it always is: exceptional. 
 

We can all help by following government guidance around vaccination, regular testing, limiting 
contacts where appropriate and remaining cautious in our daily lives.  In the new year, please keep 
school informed about your situation and take no risks in relation to the virus please.  Together, we 
can do everything possible to keep each other safe. 
 

Finally, I want to let you know how proud I am to be the head teacher of Woodhouse Primary 
Academy.  It is a privilege to work with such amazing staff, such committed and supportive parents 
and with such incredible children. 
 

I wish you and your family every happiness this Christmas.  Best wishes for 2022 when it arrives! 
 

Yours sincerely 
 
 

 
 
 
Mr O Wilson, Proud Head Teacher, Woodhouse Primary Academy 

https://www.woodhouse.priacademy.co.uk/our-academy/joining-the-woodhouse-community

