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Saturday 23rd January 2021 
 

RE: Update for parents and carers 
 

Dear parents/carers,  
 

Today I wanted to write a brief message to you all, which I hope you will appreciate.  I am sorry to disturb 
you on a Saturday, but felt that this letter would be best served coming to you as soon as possible. 
 

I am a parent and, of course, many of the wonderful staff team here at Woodhouse are parents.  As a parent, 
I have been feeling the strain just like many of you have over the last few weeks.  The worry: about keeping 
my family safe, about doing the best for my child (both now and in the future) and about their home schooling.  
I am worried by how much he has to do, how much time he is spending in front of a computer and how much 
support he is getting from us, his parents.  The concerns: am I doing enough?  How can I make more time 
for him?  How can I make sure he is happy and healthy during such a tough time?  Will I get it right? 
 

In the long lockdown in the summer, the sun was shining, the evenings were warm and light and we were 
able to spend some time outside as a family.  The winter weather and early sunset makes this much more 
challenging this time around.  There is the constant negatives from the news and media.  The terrible situation 
with the virus is almost all we hear: the awful impact on our local hospitals, a rising death rate and very high 
infection rates locally.  The pressure on families and children so they don’t “fall behind” with their education.  
I know many of you will have these worries.  I certainly do. 
 

The main reason I am writing to you is to let you know that you are doing enough, whatever that is.  I want 
to say well done to each and every one of you for everything you have been able to do so far.  I am proud of 
the children and proud of you too.  Our priority is that your children are safe, happy and looked after.  When 
all that is in place, then of course we are providing the very best we can in terms of remote learning for all 
families.  It is a challenge for us to meet everyone’s needs and expectations.  Some families are finding the 
work set too much, some would like even more and different work.  We are doing our best to respond to those 
competing demands and I am grateful for your weekly feedback to enable us to respond to your views. 
 

We recognise that you will be affected by the situation in different ways and at different times – just as we 
are too.  You need to be kind to yourselves and kind to your children when this is needed.  All I ask is that 
you do your best, and that your children do their best.  Each day this best will look very different for each 
different child.  Please do not let school work put any more pressure on you when you are trying to work, 
keep your families safe and just get through this pandemic.  As always, if you need our help – you only need 
to let us know and we will do everything we can to help you.  Though we are apart, we remain the Woodhouse 
community together.  Together we will succeed. 
 

Please take care and stay safe,  

 
Mr O Wilson, Head Teacher, Woodhouse Primary Academy 

http://www.woodhouse.priacademy.co.uk/

