Woodhouse Primary Academy
Woodhouse Road
Quinton
Birmingham
West Midlands
B32 2DL
Head Teacher: Oliver Wilson
Tel: (0121) 464 1769
Email: enquiries@woodhouse.uwmat.co.uk
Website: www.woodhouse.priacademy.co.uk
Friday 16th July 2021
RE: Organisation of Woodhouse Primary Academy for the new school year
Dear parents and carers,
We are all really looking forward to the new school year in September 2021 and I thought I would write to share with you the plans
for how we will operate school as we hopefully move away from the restrictions due to the pandemic. Our plans for September
2021 opening reflects the most recent guidance issued by the Government, Department for Education and the University of
Wolverhampton Multi Academy Trust.
Autumn Term dates:

School is closed for Staff Training on Thursday 2nd and Friday 3rd September.

We will be fully open for all children in the new Year 1 to Year 6 (and all years in Rainbow Room) from Monday 6 th
September.

Children in Reception and Nursery will again have two visits to school in small groups over the first full week (beginning 6 th
September) and will be beginning school full time (or 15 hours for most nursery children) from the week beginning 13 th
September. Information relating to this has already been shared with families. Further information for our new families
can be seen here: https://www.woodhouse.priacademy.co.uk/pupils/transition-to-reception

Full term dates are visible on the website and include a planned Inset day, when school will be closed to all children, on
Monday 1st November 2020:
https://www.woodhouse.priacademy.co.uk/news-and-events/school-events
Arrival to school each morning:

We will be operating a soft opening from 8:35am: your child can arrive any time between 8:35 and 8:50am. They will go
into classrooms and take part in start of the day activities and routines.

Children in Reception to Year 6 should be on site for 8:50am, which is the official start time of school for all children in
Reception to Year 6. Nursery children will need to arrive for 9am when attending a morning session.

Parents will not need to come onto the school site in a morning, which is as we are currently operating. This is much
better for our children and means that the school day begins straight into learning when children arrive.

Any child can use any gate, for your convenience, but we would encourage:
o Nursery, Reception and Key Stage 1 (Year 1-2) children to use the Ridgacre Road entrance where possible,
where the one way system remains for ease. This enables parents of our youngest children to see them enter
school and to support their arrival with our staff team.
o KS2 (Year 3-6) and Rainbow Room children to use front gate on Woodhouse Road where possible, with siblings
if necessary.

Siblings can enter together, if there is a choice of gates, they can go in with your oldest child

If you need to speak to a member of staff, there will be staff who can take messages at each entrance, you can call the
office by phone, use class dojo, email: families@woodhouse.uwmat.co.uk or text the school mobile: 07950 368561 –
each of these will be monitored every day.

Class teachers will be inside to welcome their children from 8:35am each morning.
Departure from school at the end of the day:

The school gates will be unlocked at 3pm, and parents will be able to enter school grounds from then.

Nursery children will be collected at 3pm from the bottom of the Ridgacre Road ramp, as currently.

Reception children will be collected at 3:10pm from the bottom of the Ridgacre Road ramp, as currently.
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KS1 children, Year 1 and Year 2, will be collected at 3:15pm from the designated area next to their classes, which will be
clearly signposted in the Autumn.
KS2 children in Year 3-6, will be collected at 3:20pm from the designated area next to their classes, which will be clearly
signposted in the Autumn.
Where you are collecting a number of children, staff will be able to keep hold of your child until you arrive.
By keeping a small stagger to the end of the day, we will hopefully reduce congestion outside our school and help keep all
children safe.
If you need to speak to a member of staff, this may now be possible at the end of the day when you collect your child.
All children should have been collected by 3:20pm. Wrap around care is available for parents if this is necessary.

Organisation of our school in 2021-2022:

Once in school, we will no longer keep children in bubbles.

Positive cases of coronavirus won’t attend school and will isolate for 10 days.

Child contacts of a positive case won’t be required to isolate, but will instead be encouraged to take a PCR test in line with
government guidance. They can continue to attend school whilst awaiting a PCR result.

If the situation worsens, we do have the capacity to return to bubbles and some of the other protective measures as a
short-term measure to keep the children safe. I am hopeful that this won’t be needed.

More details about this, including further guidance from the government, will be available in September.
Lunch time and School meals:

Children will return to eating school meals in the canteen at lunch time.

Our school menu will be improved and return to the usual high standards in school from September.

Children can bring in a packed lunch from home as before, which will be eaten in classrooms.
Uniform, what to bring to school, what can come home from school:

Children will wear their usual school uniform each day: green jumper, white polo shirt, black bottoms and black school
shoes. As always, we have the ability to support families with uniform – you need only ask if we can help.

On your child’s PE days, the children will not be bringing additional PE kit with them, but arrive wearing it as we do now.
They will wear their usual school green jumper, school PE top or similar, dark (preferably black) tracksuit bottoms and
trainers. This has been a fantastic change this year, with much more time devoted to PE sessions. We will confirm the
PE days with you during our first week back.

Children will not need to bring much to/from school, they only need:
o Outdoor coat/warm outer clothing as needed (also appropriate clothing for Pitts Wood as needed)
o A lunch box if your child is to have packed lunch from home
o A named, re-usable bottle to drink from
o Reading book in a book bag or similar.
Before and after school club:

Before and After School Club will function as normal, and we can accommodate children for times between 7:30am and
6pm each day. For further details, please contact the school office.
Music instrumental lessons in KS2:

Our Whole Class Instrumental Teaching, which usually takes place in Year 4, will this year take place in Year 4 and Year
5. Children in Year 5 will learn either clarinet or guitar, with children in Year 4 learning either the violin or the trumpet.

Our small group elective music lessons in Year 6 will also resume for guitar and clarinet.

Children in Year 3 will learn the recorder later in the school year.
Lunch time clubs and after school extra-curricular clubs:

We aim to get back to the superb provision we offer at Woodhouse in terms of extra-curricular activities both during the
school day and before and after school. Details of these will be shared in the new term.
Outside visits and Swimming:

It is planned that school trips and visits will resume in the new year.

Swimming lessons will begin again, with Year 4 attending swimming at Harborne Swimming Baths in the Autumn term.
Communication with home:

We will continue to send all communications with parents by email, the school website and through text reminders.

It is vital that we have an accurate email address and up to date contact details for you. If any details have changed, or do
change, then please ensure that you notify the office as soon as possible. You can email on
enquiries@woodhouse.uwmat.co.uk to let us know.
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I hope this gives you a clear indication of what to expect in September. We have worked so hard this year to protect all that we
value as a school wherever this is possible. As always, there is the caveat that the local or national situation may affect our plans –
of course you will know this as soon as we do. This letter will be re-issued in September before your child returns to school and will
include any updates which have been made in the meantime.
Thank you for your continued patience, encouragement and understanding. These changes will take some getting used to again
and may not always run smoothly - we will do everything we can. I thank you in advance for your support as we get to grips with
these. We are looking forward to seeing you and your children in September.
Yours sincerely,

Oliver Wilson
Head Teacher
Woodhouse Primary Academy
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