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RE: Letter to all parents of Woodhouse Primary Academy 

 
Dear Parents and carers,  
 
As you know, Woodhouse Primary Academy is now closed until further notice to help reduce the spread of the COVID-19 virus, 
which, with the new variant identified recently, is surging across the UK and Birmingham area.  Do not attend school unless you 
have an essential emergency care place for key worker and vulnerable children.  On Monday 4th January 2021, Boris Johnson 
announced very clear guidance: “In England, we must therefore go into a national lockdown which is tough enough to contain this 
variant.  That means the Government is once again instructing you to stay at home.   
 
You may only leave home for limited reasons permitted in law, such as to shop for essentials, to work if you absolutely cannot work 
from home, to exercise, to seek medical assistance such as getting a Covid test, or to escape domestic abuse.” 

 
Our school remains open to support children of Critical Workers in the response to COVID-19, including a large number of NHS 
workers, and vulnerable children.  We are once again proud to offer this crucial support, but this sacrifice relies on all our children 
and families following the guidance given from the Government carefully.  The committed and dedicated staff team here are putting 
themselves in harm's way for those for whom there is no alternative.  You need to ensure that your family does their part too so 

that we can return to some sort of normal life as soon as possible. 
 
For queries relating to our Emergency care for critical workers or vulnerable children, or to discuss care needs, contact Mr Wilson 
by email: covid19care@woodhouse.uwmat.co.uk – we will do what we can to support you if there is no other alternative.  The 
emergency care is precisely that: it is not anything close to normal school provision.  Children in emergency care will complete the 
same home learning as their classmates at home, there is no advantage to being in school at this time. 
 

The dedicated Woodhouse staff team and I have been working round the clock to make the necessary changes, preparations and 
plans so that we were ready to open in a little over 24 hours, after working so hard to prepare for the planned full opening of 
schools.  I am sure you appreciate that once again our lives – working and personal – have been turned upside down once more.  I 
am proud that once again our team have risen to the significant challenge with such verve and vigour.  I know you will join me in 
showing your appreciation to the staff in our wonderful school. 
 
For those staying safe from risk at home, we have straight away rolled out our high quality remote learning for all children, based 
primarily around our Google Classrooms.  Work is updated each and every day for each class.  You can see our clear structure for 
learning on our Remote Learning Action plan here: https://tinyurl.com/y6stjuvl  which gives you an idea of how you could structure 
your day of home learning.  We have our Home Learning website here: https://homelearning.woodhouse.academy with a wide 
range of activities to engage your children.  These can both be accessed on any device which connects to the internet, including 
mobile phones, games consoles or one of the many devices we have been able to give out to families.  If internet is a problem, then 
please contact school and we can provide a free data sim card for you to use.   
 
We have planned our provision to be “asynchronous” meaning that it can be accessed at any time.  During the last lockdown you 
told us that this was best for those with siblings or those parents who were trying to work from home.  There are no “live” lessons, 
but there are recordings, video explanations and teaching delivered by our amazing staff team.  Please remember – we are not 
putting unwelcome pressure on parents.  We want all children to access learning, but if for any reason this is not possible every 
single day, then you will not be in trouble.  Do what works for your child and your family – it is not a competition.  There are always 
more work and activities than your child will need to complete.  Some things they will find easier, some harder – they just need to 
do their best.  We only ask families to do their best.  When your child does eventually return to school, we will support them and  
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help them achieve their potential.  As staff, this is our vocation, our passion and our commitment to every child at Woodhouse. 
 
Teachers and teaching assistants will continue to offer guidance and support for learning and you can email: 
homelearning@woodhouse.uwmat.co.uk if you have a specific problem or need support.  If you are unable to access the resources 
for any reason, please email us as above and we will put something in place for your child. If the above options for home learning 
are not appropriate, and there are other barriers, then children can be sent packs of printed work which do not require online 
access.  We can send these by post to any parent if this would be helpful.  Just let us know.   
 
We will contact you regularly to check on how learning is going, to check you are all safe and well, and to offer any support or 
additional help you may need.  We'll also take every chance to check that you and your families are ok.  If we can help with 
anything, just ask. You know you will be supported discretely and sensitively – but you have to tell us. 

 
For those children who rely on a free school meal (not including Universal Infant Free School Meals), we will supply you with our 
usual Wonde vouchers this week.  This support for free school meal recipients will continue during term time until we return to 
school fully, and we will let you know when and if the method of support changes.  For some families not in receipt of Free School 
Meals, you may still require support - including with food and supplies.  If this is the case, contact school and we will try our best to 
offer support or signpost you to help.  As we have done regularly, we are able to access some additional financial support for 
families and will do all we can to help you.  If you have any further concerns or require any support, please do not hesitate to talk to 
call the school office on 0121 4641769 or email us on enquiries@woodhouse.uwmat.co.uk at any time.   
 
We will continue to communicate primarily by email, the My Child At School app, Google Classroom, Class Dojo, Text, the school 
website and our Twitter account.  Our phone will be answered, and you can call at any time for help – just leave a message and we 
will get back to you.  Each week we will send out a newsletter showcasing the amazing work being completed and celebrating the 
success of our children – whatever that might be.  Please be sure to read it on our website every Friday.   
 
I know that this will once again be a difficult and worrying time for children, staff, our families and our school community.  Together, 
we will get through this.  You have done it before and you and your families can do it again.  There is now hope, through the 
vaccine, that one day soon we will return to normal and go about our lives as before.  Whatever comes in the next few weeks, you 
will not be alone.  We are here for you.  Your child comes to Woodhouse and they, you and your families matter.  Though we are 
apart, you all remain the Woodhouse Primary Academy family. 
 
I am always proud to lead such a superb school.  I have great pride in everything we have been able to overcome through the last 
10 months – and I know we will be able to cope with whatever is thrown at us now.  Throughout this difficult time for our community 
and country, you have your part to play in keeping your children and families safe at home.  We have our part to play in helping you 
to stay safe.  Though we are apart, we remain the Woodhouse school community.   
 
Thank you for your ongoing support, patience and understanding in this difficult time, please take care and stay safe. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Oliver Wilson,  
Head Teacher,  
Woodhouse Primary Academy 
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