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Quinton  
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Head Teacher: Oliver Wilson 
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Email: enquiries@woodhouse.uwmat.co.uk 
Website: www.woodhouse.priacademy.co.uk 

Monday 1st March 2021 
 
RE: Full opening for ALL children of Woodhouse Primary Academy, Monday 8th March 2021 
 
Dear Parents/carers, 
 
You have nearly made it!  In just one week, we will be welcoming all of our children back to school to resume learning 
in school after spending 8 weeks on remote learning.  Well done to all children and their families on your efforts, 
commitment and super learning during this time.  On Monday 8th March, we will begin on our journey to normal life 
being able to resume once more.  I cannot wait for our whole school to be together again and to welcome all members 
of our community back to Woodhouse. 
 

We return to school next week, and whilst we are all excited about this, it is important for us to remember that there 
are still guidelines set out by the Government that must be adhered to in order to keep all children safe. These are 
important to make sure that Woodhouse is safe for all pupils, parents and staff at all times. As always, it is therefore 
imperative that children arrive at school ready to learn and are able to follow the Woodhouse expectations, behaviour 
policy and the risk assessments.  It is crucial that you as families play your part by obeying the rules more widely, but 
especially in and around school.  I thank you in advance for your personal commitment to keeping your child and our 
whole school community safe.  Further details, including our risk assessment is found on our website here: 
https://www.woodhouse.priacademy.co.uk/news-and-events/wider-opening  
 

To summarise the main points that you will need to know for our return: 

 All children will remain in their class bubbles at all times.  Each bubble will use dedicated class, intervention 
and break time spaces.  Class bubbles do not mix. 

 Arrival and departure will continue to be a staggered start and finish, using both entrances to school.  Times 
are as they were in the autumn term, with times and gates being that for the oldest sibling in each family. 

 Staff at Woodhouse and families of primary age children can now be tested twice a week if they wish. 

 Lunch and break times will run as they did in the autumn. 

 Whilst children will wear uniform, I appreciate that this may be problematic in the short term.  Do the best you 
can, but please don’t worry too much about uniform to begin with.  We will be flexible to your needs. 

 PE uniform will be worn on PE days as in the Autumn term. 

 Children should only bring into school: warm coats etc., lunch/bottle and a reading book (on set days).  No 
bags please. 

 BASC will operate as normal. 

For further details about all of these points, please read on. 
 

Protective Measures at Woodhouse Primary Academy 
You will know that our trust, the University of Wolverhampton Multi Academy Trust, and our academy have taken 
every measure possible to make things as safe as we can.  We have always gone further than the government 
guidance to keep your children and the wider community as safe as possible.  As you know, we have had a number of 
positive cases since December – all of which I have informed you about fully.  This was perhaps inevitable considering  

http://www.woodhouse.priacademy.co.uk/
https://www.woodhouse.priacademy.co.uk/news-and-events/wider-opening
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the much larger number of children in Emergency Care during such a difficult time with the virus and the increased 
risk to staff and children by being in school through January when the virus was at its peak.  When discussing and 
investigating about these positive cases, the Public Health England Doctor who I worked with praised our school.  We 
had good feedback for our protective measures in place to protect children, our robust response to any positive case 
and for our relative success so far in limiting the spread of the virus in school.  In each of the cases at Woodhouse so 
far, there was no further transmission of the virus within school, which should give confidence in what we have in 
place.  The incidence of the virus is now much lower and with the vaccine beginning to spread in our community and 
regular testing for staff and families, each day that passes give a little more hope for us all.   
 

Our academy has completed risk assessments that detail the measures to be taken for children and staff to be safe 
whilst in the school environment.  This will be broadly the same as it was at the end of the Autumn term, with some 
slight modifications to the way in which we as staff work in school, but with the same focus on keeping the integrity of 
our class bubbles as our primary protective measure.   
 

Organisation of Woodhouse and protective measures to reduce the risk of infection: 
We have worked hard to do everything possible to limit the risk of infection in our school.  The measures in place will 
be very similar to the Autumn term: 
t 

Class Bubbles 

 In school, all Children are kept in their class bubbles, with well-ventilated and consistent indoor learning 
spaces for each bubble. This means that children from different classes do not mix in school, at break, lunch 
or in Before and After School club.   

 Staff who move between bubbles for educational reasons do so as infrequently as possible, and keep socially 
distant wherever possible.   

 Class bubbles never mix, at any point before, during or after the school day.  Movement around the building is 
kept to a minimum and bubbles socially distance from each other at all times. 

 As they are in consistent classes and dedicated learning spaces, both classroom and break out/intervention 
rooms, we do not need children to be socially distancing when inside their class bubble.   

 Teachers and support staff are keeping socially distant when this is possible. 
 

Cleaning 

 We will continue with our significantly heightened cleaning regime.   

 3 members of cleaning staff work throughout the day, regularly cleaning all toilets, touch points including door 
handles and emptying all bins.   

 Cleaning staff are also on hand to respond to any urgent cleaning need in classes during the school day.  
 

Masks and social distancing 

 All adults wear face coverings and socially distance in all communal areas of school, when moving around the 
premises, when on the entrance gates at the start and end of each day and when it is not possible to socially 
distance with other adults.   

 Some adults also wear masks in classrooms for some of the time if this is appropriate to the role they are 
undertaking.  Children cope well with this and are comfortable with adults wearing masks in school.   

 Any staff undertaking higher risk roles always wear masks: when supporting children with first aid, intimate 
care or when a child displays symptoms. 

 Children generally do not wear masks in school.  Government guidance for primary age children is 
unchanged, although you may wish for them to wear them to travel to and from Woodhouse. 

 Peripatetic Staff who are regular visiting teachers/specialists such as music teachers, Roots to Fruit staff or 
our external learning mentors/SEND support staff will also wear face coverings as above. 
 

Staff testing 

 Adults at Woodhouse are able to be tested twice a week (Sunday and Wednesday evenings) using Lateral 
Flow Testing (LFT).  This helps to identify asymptomatic positive cases in our school community. 

 If a staff member tests positive, all close contacts will be asked to isolate for 10 days, which could well result 
in a bubble closure.  If this is the case, you will be informed as soon as is possible. 
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Testing for parents and families 

 To support the return to schools, households, childcare and support bubbles of primary-age pupils will have 
access to regular rapid lateral flow testing made available to them as schools reopen. 

 From 1 March 2021, if you’re a member of a household, childcare bubble or support bubble of a pupil you can 
get a twice-weekly test: 

o through your employer if they offer testing to employees 
o at a local test site 
o by collecting a home test kit from a test site 
o by ordering a home test kit online 

 For further details, please click here: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/rapid-lateral-flow-testing-for-
households-and-bubbles-of-school-pupils-and-staff  
 

Arrival and departure from school 

 We will continue with our staggered start and end to the school day and revert to our usual entrances as for 
the Autumn term.  Further details are found at the end of this letter. 
 

Lunch time and School meals:  

 Children will eat in classrooms (or the canteen only for Nursery and Reception), with the same menu as in the 
Autumn term.   

 We are now going to use cutlery and will develop the menu accordingly to be as varied and effective as 
possible.  In time this will begin to look closer to as it was pre-pandemic. 

 Food will be served in individual boxes and there will be meat and vegetarian options offered daily.  

 Children can bring in a packed lunch from home in a lunch box or lunch bag. 
 

Uniform, what to bring to school, and what can come home from school:  

 For many children, they will have grown significantly since last being in school.  Please rest assured that I 
understand this, and that at the current time, there is whatever flexibility you need with uniform. 

 Children should wear their usual Woodhouse uniform each day: green jumper, white polo shirt, black bottoms 
and black school shoes (as long as they all fit!).  Do what you can please, but I understand the challenge for 
families at the present time, you child coming to school is more important than what they look like.  Uniform 
will not need to be washed any more than usual.  

 As before, on your child’s PE days, the children will continue to not be bringing additional PE kit with them, but 
arrive wearing it as in the Autumn.  As a reminder, they will wear their usual Woodhouse green jumper, school 
PE top or similar, dark (preferably black) tracksuit bottoms and trainers. 

 As before, children will not be able to bring much to/from school, this will be limited to:  
o Outdoor coat/warm outer clothing as needed.  
o A lunch box if your child is to have packed lunch from home.  
o A named, re-usable bottle for a drink. 
o Reading book to go home on a Monday and be returned on a Friday, as before. 

 

Before and after school club: 

 Before and After School Club will continue to function with the children kept in their class bubbles, whilst 
remaining distant from children in other class bubbles, unless they are siblings.  

 I know how important this facility is to our families who use it, so I have worked very hard to enable this 
provision to take place with adaptations to reduce the risk of infection in line with the wider school.  

 This will be in operation for the usual hours and with the usual charges from Monday 8th March 2021.  
 

Managing CV19 symptoms in school 

 Where children show any symptoms of CV19, they (and their siblings) should not attend school. 

 If any of the symptoms of coronavirus are evident in school, the child will be isolated from the class and 
parents called to collect them and their siblings (regardless of symptoms for those siblings or not) urgently.   
They will need to be tested for CV19 and follow the appropriate isolation guidelines for them and their family.   

 If a child does undergo a test, then they cannot return to school until the results are known.  A positive test will 
mean that they and their family/support bubble will spend 10 days in isolation. 

 Please inform school when a family member has taken a test and whenever you receive a coronavirus test  

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/rapid-lateral-flow-testing-for-households-and-bubbles-of-school-pupils-and-staff
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/rapid-lateral-flow-testing-for-households-and-bubbles-of-school-pupils-and-staff
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result.  You will need to let the office know the outcome of any tests in our school community. 

 If a test is negative, the family/support bubble will no longer need to isolate.  Children can return to school 
when well enough to do so, but they should be free of symptoms so that they do not pass these symptoms on 
to others. 

 In the event of a positive test in school, we will follow advice from Public Health England in responding to limit 
the spread further.  I will inform the Woodhouse community if there is a positive test.  Close contacts will then 
be asked to isolate for 10 days from last contact with the positive case.  This could be any number of children 
and/or adults, and could include closing a whole class bubble or bubbles. 

 It is very unlikely that our whole school would be asked to close, unless this was the safest course of action 
recommended by Public Heath England. 
 

Symptoms of coronavirus in children 
The main symptoms of coronavirus in children are: 

 a high temperature 

 a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot, for more than an hour, or 3 or more coughing episodes 
in 24 hours 

 a loss or change to sense of smell or taste – this means they cannot smell or taste anything, or things smell or 
taste different to normal 
 

What to do if your child has symptoms 
If your child (or ANY member of your household) has any of the main symptoms of coronavirus: 

 Do not send them to school.  If they are in school, you will be asked to collect them urgently. 

 Get a test to check if they have coronavirus as soon as possible. 

 Stay home and do not have visitors until you get a negative test result – only leave your home to have a test. 

 Anyone you live with, and anyone in your support bubble, must also stay at home until you get the result. 
If your child is unwell, please keep them safe at home, or speak to school for advice if you need it.  If in doubt, seek 
assistance. Call NHS 111 to speak to a medical professional.  You can see the details, including how to book a test for 
someone showing symptoms here: https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/coronavirus-
in-children/  

 

Parent response, question and query form:  

 You can complete this Google form: https://forms.gle/4rSE5eDhH2LskRnM8  to ask any additional 
questions, make additional comments and give feedback about our return.  I will follow up questions and 
queries as best I can. 

 This will help you and enable me to answer any specific queries you have. 
 

I hope this letter gives you a clear indication of what to expect next week.  I am sure you can appreciate how hard it is 
to work within the strict safety restrictions imposed on us, but we have done everything we can to have Woodhouse 
run as smoothly as possible on our full return.  We have tried very hard to protect all that we value as a school 
wherever this is possible.  As always, there is the caveat that the local or national situation may affect our plans – of 
course you will know this as soon as we do.  Thank you for your continued patience, encouragement and 
understanding.  I thank you in advance for your support as we get to grips with these.  We are looking forward to 
seeing you and your children on Monday 8th March. 

 

Yours sincerely,   

  
Oliver Wilson  
Head Teacher  
Woodhouse Primary Academy  
 
 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/coronavirus-in-children/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/coronavirus-in-children/
https://forms.gle/4rSE5eDhH2LskRnM8
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Arrival and departure from Woodhouse Primary Academy 
March 2021 onwards 

 
 In line with Government and UWMAT guidance, there will be a staggered start and end to the school day at Woodhouse. 

This will support social distancing and limit the number of people gathering at any one time around the school site or on 
local roads.  

 Parents and carers will not be permitted onto the school site.  

 Children will arrive at their allocated gate at the allocated time.   

 A member of staff will greet them at the gate and direct them to where they will meet their class teacher. This may be in 
the classroom or outside on the playground.  

 At the end of the day the children will be taken to their allocated gate by their class teacher and parents will collect them 
following a one-way system.  

 Children in Year 5 and 6, with parental permission, may walk to and from school alone. These children will still need to 
arrive and leave at the allocated times listed.  Please contact the office to confirm this, either by email or by phonecall.  

 There will be three entrances to school. The Cinder Path (Ridgacre Road), The Main Entrance (Woodhouse Road) and 
the staff car park (Woodhouse Road).  

 
The Cinder Path (Ridgacre Road) 
The Cinder Path is split into a one-way system. Parents will walk down one side of the path leave their children at the bottom with a 
member of staff and then walk out up the other side of the path. Markings on the floor indicate 2m intervals on the way in.   
  
The Main Entrance (Woodhouse Road) 
Children in Years 3 to 5 will be using this entrance, they will be encouraged to be allowed to walk down the school path by 
themselves where they will be met by a school adult.  

If a parent or carer escorts them down the path, then they will leave the children with the school adult, exit into the car park through 
the side gate and then exit the car park.  This process is reversed at the end of the day.  
  
Staff Car Park (Woodhouse Road) 
Year 6 and the Rainbow Room will be using this as their entrance and exit. The car park is closed to traffic from 8:35am each 
morning until the children are in school and from 3:00pm – 3:40pm each afternoon. Parents are asked not to enter the car park 
itself, either before school or at the end of the day. 

 
Timings:  
The Cinder Path  

Year Group  Drop Off  Collect  

Year 2  8:40  3:10  

Year 1  8:50  3:20  

Reception  9:00  3:30  

Nursery  9:10  3:00  

  
Main Entrance  

Year Group  Drop Off  Collect  

Year 5  8:40  3:10  

Year 4  8:50  3:20  

Year 3  9:00  3:30  

  
Staff Car Park  

Year Group  Drop Off  Collect  

Year 6  8:40  3:30  

  
Siblings  
In the event of a family having children in different year groups, they are to arrive with the oldest sibling at the oldest sibling’s 
time and gate. The older sibling, once on site, will escort the younger siblings to the correct place to leave them with a school adult.  
They will leave at the oldest sibling’s (who is not walking home alone) time and gate. School adults will ensure that all younger 
siblings are with their older brothers or sisters at the end of the day. 

 
Reminders  
To ensure the collection and drop off of children runs smoothly and to ensure the safety of everyone we would ask that:  

 All children use the designated entrance for their year group, unless otherwise agreed.  

 As close as possible, to arrive at the allocated time, please avoid being late or early.  
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Parents consider allowing older children (Y3 upwards) to enter the school pathway alone.  

 Parents avoid congregating around the school entrances, and where this is unavoidable to maintain social distancing from 
other adults.  

 Parents and children walk to school wherever possible or consider parking a short distance away to avoid congestion on 
Woodhouse Road, around Ridgacre Road or the top of Overdale Road.  

 When parking, please take care not to block driveways, crossing points or where this will cause a hazard to other road 
users. Under no circumstances should cars stop on the yellow zig zags outside of school. 

 After leaving children at the designated point, parents are asked to follow the one-way system swiftly in order to avoid 
congestion and maintain social distancing.  

 On the way home, to leave the school entrance area and make your way home, so to avoid a build-up of children or adults 

at the entrances to school.  
 When dropping off or collecting children we would ask that this is limited, wherever possible, to one adult. 

 We strongly encourage all parents and carers to wear face coverings, if able to do so, when dropping off and picking up 
children. 


